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The Australian PM’s Industry 4.0 Taskforce and German 
equivalent Platform Industrie 4.0 have signed a cooperation 

agreement to modernise both manufacturing sectors.

Industry 4.0 agreement for 
digital transformation
Philip Smart | Adelaide

Australian and German industry will work together to advance 
the manufacturing sectors of both countries, after the Australian 
Prime Minister’s Industry 4.0 Taskforce and its German Platform 
Industrie 4.0 equivalent signed a cooperation agreement in 
Germany this week.

The signing was part of a week-long Australian Innovation Delegation 
visit to Germany, with senior Australian manufacturing industy lead-
ers attending innovation forums with German industry as well as the 
renowned Hannover Messe advanced manufacturing exhibition.

Platform Industrie 4.0 (Germany) and the Prime Minister’s industry 
4.0 Taskforce (Australia) will cooperate across five work streams, rep-
resenting key challenges in the transition to Industry 4.0:

• reference architectures, standards and norms;
• support for small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs);
• Industry 4.0-Testlabs;
• security of networked systems; and
• work, education and training.

The agreement fulfils a recommendation by the Australia-Germany 
Advisory Group relating to collaboration to increase leadership on digi-
tal transformation, including the development of global Industry 4.0 
standards. The agreement also forms part of the broader cooperation 
between Australia and Germany on science and innovation.
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“The agreement 
has a strong focus 
on supporting 
SMEs in both 
countries to seize 
the opportunities 
offered by 
Industry 4.0.”

Australian Federal Minister for Industry, Innovation and Science 
Arthur Sinodinos said the cooperative work under the agreement 
would be supported by government, industry, and standards and 
research organisations within both countries.

“I am particularly pleased that the agreement has a strong focus 
on supporting SMEs in both countries to seize the opportunities 
offered by Industry 4.0 including through access to a network of 
test labs,” he said.

Speaking at the Australia Now innovation forum in Berlin on Monday, 
Australia’s Chief Scientist and delegation leader Dr. Alan Finkel used 
Queensland University start up company Tritium and its electric car 
charging system as an example of how nurtured innovation can pro-
duce a world-class product.

“Start with a group of engineering students at a university in 
Queensland,” he said.

“Set them a challenge: build a solar car to race across the Australian 
desert, all the way from Darwin to Alice Springs. Nurture their ideas 
in hubs for cutting-edge science and research. Challenge them to do 
things they haven’t done before.

 “Take their technology through proof-of-concept, in collaboration 
with established firms. Support them through the Valley of Death 
with public seed funding, and government support for market-scale 
demonstration projects.

“Then watch them sell their technology across the world: with a 
gold-standard product for the global market; and a business model 
proven to work. The name of this particular Australian company is 
Tritium. It’s exhibiting at the Hannover industrial fair this week.

“And its product will soon be very familiar on European roads. Tritium 
is now the supplier of choice to the German company E-WALD, with 
its network of charging stations across the country.”

Industry 4.0 Taskforce chair and Siemens Pacific CEO Jeff Connolly 
said digital transformation would help ensure the future of Australian 
manufacturing.

“For Australia to have a role in exporting any product to the world, 
we have to be engineering capable,” he said. “That’s what this whole 
Industry 4.0 is actually preparing us for.”

Meteor BVRAAM for UK F-35s
Last week the UK MOD awarded MBDA a contract to pave the 
way for the integration of the Meteor Beyond Visual Range Air-
to-Air Missile (BVRAAM) on its new F-35s.

In a statement released by the company a spokesperson said the 
contract would de-risk the integration effort and includes the mixture 
of test assets, productionisation and engineering work needed to sup-
port Meteor’s compatibility and use from F-35.

1. Damen’s MATV Sycamore 
completes sea trials

2. Army need to work on 
specialist recruitment – ANAO

3. First Cape-class for RAN 
delivered

4. Project Biarri defence 
cubesat launched

5. Ballarat engages with Chinese 
in trust-building exercise for 
Pacific Patrol Boats
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“Successful 
development 
testing of Meteor 
missiles from 
Eurofighter 
Typhoon aircraft 
has just been 
completed.”

The missile program commenced in the 90s 
and the Meteor first entered service with the 
Swedish Air Force in April 2016. Successful 
development testing of Meteor missiles from 
Eurofighter Typhoon aircraft has just been com-
pleted, leading to an operational evaluation with 
the Royal Air Force later this year. A Eurofighter 
Typhoon completed a simultaneous firing of two 
MBDA Meteor missiles in a trial to test success-
ful engagement of targets and the simultaneous 
two-way data link between two missiles and 
the aircraft. The data gathered follows a series 
of six successful Meteor firings conducted from 
a EurofighterTyphoon in 2016.

The Meteor BVRAAM will be acquired by at 
least ten air forces, including those of France, 
Germany, Italy, Spain and the UK.

The UK contract scope also includes the role 
change kits for the UK’s common Meteor stock-

pile for both Typhoon and Lightning.
 The contract follows-on from the successful firing trials of MBDA’s 

Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air Missile (ASRAAM) from the F-35 
earlier this year. ASRAAM is being integrated onto the F-35 as part 
of the aircraft’s Block 3 System Development & Demonstration 
(SDD) program.

The RAAF has been a long time user of the AIM-120 AMRAAM 
missile, also of the BVRAAM classification. One year ago Defence 
procured the latest ‘D’ model of the missile for the RAAF’s Hornet, 
Growler and F-35 aircraft, making Australia the first foreign operator 
of the variant.

The US is believed to be working on a next generation replacement 
for the AIM-120 which has been in service since the early 1990s and 
is nearing the end of its development cycle.
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Artist’s impression 
of an F-35 launching 
a Meteor BVRAAM 

from its internal 
weapons bay.
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“With the rapidly 
evolving threat 
environment, 
any future threat 
detection system 
must address a 
first-encounter 
threat scenario.”

Next Gen aircraft threat 
warning solution launched
BAE Systems has launched its 3-Dimensional Advanced Warning 
System (3DAWS) product suite designed to significantly increase 
aircraft survivability from advanced threats.

Developed to address the ever-changing and proliferating threat 
environment, the 3DAWS suite protects aircraft during complex, 
multi-threat engagement scenarios through a layered countermeasure 
defense, allowing aircrews to safely complete their missions.

The system has been touted as not only maximising the effectiveness 
of current flare and directable infrared countermeasure systems, but also 
providing the necessary tracking capabilities for future soft – and hard-
kill countermeasure solutions to damage or destroy incoming threats.

“With the rapidly evolving threat environment, any future threat 
detection system must address a first-encounter threat scenario and 
must do so by efficiently and smartly utilising fielded and future coun-
termeasure techniques,” director of Threat Management Solutions at 
BAE Systems Cheryl Paradis said. “Our new 3DAWS solution provides 
the capability to first make a definitive threat assessment – determin-
ing whether a track is a false alarm or an incoming threat – and then 
quickly respond with the appropriate countermeasure.”

Central to 3DAWS is a passively-cued, semi-active radio frequency 3D 
Tracker technology. Serving as an adjunct to the company’s Common 
Missile Warning System or any future passive threat detection system, 
the 3D Tracker technology provides the third dimension to the system’s 
detection process and allows for definitive threat assessment.

Built to be highly modular and with open architecture standards, the 
3DAWS suite has the flexibility to work with fixed – and rotary-wing 
aircraft, and according to BAE Systems, can be tightly integrated with 
existing radar or laser warning systems, providing a third dimension 
to those passive systems.
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An Apache helicopter 
surrounded by a 
digitised sphere 

and computer grid 
highlighting different 

types of threats.
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“[This] is a 
complex and 
tough problem 
that can only be 
solved through 
a collaborative 
effort involving 
multi-disciplinary 
research.”

First Grand Challenge to 
counter improvised threats
A key element of the Government’s $730 million Next Generation 
Technologies Fund will seek submissions over the next month 
on proposals to develop innovative solutions to defeat impro-
vised threats.

Grand Challenges are highly complex defence problems which defy 
conventional solutions and require cross-disciplinary research across 
institutional and national boundaries.

The Grand Challenge (GC) program will see strategic investment in 
a limited number of large-scale, mission-focused projects with clearly 
defined end goals; for the Counter Improvised Threats GC $10 million 
has been set aside.

Participation by academic institutions, publicly funded research agen-
cies and defence industry is essential to ensure optimal outcome 
delivery and the GC program aims to bring small agile companies, 
including start-ups, larger companies and academic researchers work-
ing alongside DST Group scientists.

The first Grand Challenge recognises that unconventional threats 
are constantly evolving and have morphed beyond improvised explo-
sive devices.

 Defence Industry Minister Christopher Pyne 
said the widespread availability of low-cost, 
sophisticated technology is enabling our adver-
saries to deploy a diverse and ever-evolving 
range of improvised threats.

“Defeating improvised threats without casu-
alties is a complex and tough problem that can 
only be solved through a collaborative effort 
involving multi-disciplinary research,” he said.

All GC projects are mission-focused with 
clearly-defined end goals. The program is risk 
tolerant to promote innovation recognising that 
some outcomes may not be in line with initial 
expectations.

A series of information sessions on the Grand 
Challenges program will be held in Canberra, 
Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane and 
Perth in the week commencing 4 May 2017 
with submissions for the program closing as 
soon as 26 May 2017.

Proposals for the Grand Challenge are to be 
submitted through the Defence Innovation 
Portal where further information is available.©
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Unit patch worn by 
Australian Army 

officer Major Jason 
Perkins, Staff Officer, 

Strategic Plans 
and Operations 

Integration Counter-
Improvised Explosive 

Device Directorate, 
Headquarters 

Resolute Support, 
Kabul, Afghanistan.

www.business.gov.au/cdic
www.business.gov.au/cdic
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“Through these 
types of projects 
we are ... looking 
to extend industry 
capacity in support 
of Australia’s 
continuous surface 
shipbuilding 
program.”

DCNS & DMTC partner to extend 
shipbuilding expertise
Future Submarine designer and builder DCNS has formally signed 
on as a supporting industry participant with Australia’s Defence 
Materials Technology Centre (DMTC).

The agreement will see DMTC and DCNS collaborate on developing 
technical expertise and building industrial capacity within Australian 
maritime sector supply chains, with a focus in the first instance on 
naval shipbuilding and repair.

Work has already commenced on a project involving research 
partners from the University of Wollongong, Defence Science & 
Technology Group and ANSTO, and is focused on reducing levels of 
distortion experienced in naval surface ship construction.

CEO of DMTC, Dr Mark Hodge, said DCNS will be working with 
the same DMTC team that previously worked together to enhance 
welding processes for panel construction on Australia’s fleet of Air 
Warfare Destroyers – an award-winning project that was highlighted 
in the 2016 Defence Industry Policy Statement.

“In this new project, the expanded team will extend that research 
and technical work to tackle more complex and challenging inter-
nal joints.”

“I am confident the project will achieve outcomes with direct rel-
evance to Defence’s capability needs.

“We have had strong support from Defence’s Sea 5000 Program 
and are working closely with DST Group scientists and research and 
industry partners,” Dr Hodge said.

“Through these types of projects we are taking technologies at the 
core of DMTC’s established expertise – including welding, corrosion 
management, life-of-type modelling and both production and sustain-
ment technologies – and looking to extend industry capacity in support 
of Australia’s continuous surface shipbuilding program.”
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A dockyard welder 
working on the hull 

of an AWD being 
built at the ASC yard 

in Osborne SA.

Call for Pacific 2017 
Innovation Awards 
nominations
Organisers of the 2017 Pacific 
International Maritime Exposition 
are calling for nominations for the 
latest round of Industry Innovation 
Awards, worth over $40,000 
and to be presented at the expo 
in October. To find out further 
information about the eligibility 
criteria or to submit an entry for 
the Maritime Industry Innovation 
Awards go to: www.pacific2017.
com.au/innovation-awards

ADM ALERT

www.pacific2017.com.au/innovation-awards
www.pacific2017.com.au/innovation-awards
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“A distinguishing 
feature of ACTUV 
is its ability to 
pursue a contact 
once detected..”

Leidos awarded for 
unmanned ASW work

Global science and technology company Leidos has received a 
Gold Edison award for its support of Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency’s (DARPA) Anti-Submarine Warfare Continuous 
Trail Unmanned Vessel (ACTUV) program.

The New York Edison Awards honour the best in innovation and 
excellence in the development of new products and services and 
Leidos was recognised for its work in the Tactical and Industrial 
Technology category.

The ACTUV can be deployed for up to 90 days and track underwater 
threats for thousands of miles without human contact. With stealthy 
diesel electric submarines becoming more of a global threat, technol-
ogy represented by ACTUV, with its innate ability to detect and track 
such contacts is in demand.

 A distinguishing feature of ACTUV is its ability to pursue a contact 
once detected. The Leidos cross-disciplinary team provided solutions 
including the analysis and pattern recognition systems that allow the 
craft to navigate safely and avoid collisions. The ACTUV is also able 
to collect data and uses sophisticated logic to identify other vessels, 
determine the intent of those vessels, and adjust the mission based 
on weather, geography and external updates.
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Darpa’s Anti-
Submarine Warfare 

Continuous Trail 
Unmanned Vessel 

(ACTUV) during 
speed trials.

Appointment of new AIDN 
(ACT) chairman
Graham Priestnall has been 
appointed as Chairman of the 
Canberra division of AIDN. 
Priestnall has extensive 
experience serving on the AIDN 
National Executive Committee 
since 2002, which has seen him 
hold several positions within the 
association as the WA President, 
both National and Immediate Past-
President and the most recent 
position of the Deputy Chairman, 
from 2013. Priestnall said outgoing 
chairman Rob Forbes had been 
a solid leader and had left the 
organisation in great shape.

PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

http://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/ocius-bluebottle-on-track-for-ctd-test
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJ0oW3wcFuo&feature=youtu.be
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Forthcoming Events
DCNS Future Submarine briefing- Brisbane
Date 11 May, 2017

Location Brisbane

Website Eventbrite

Australian companies, R&D and educational institutions are invited to 
attend and hear from the future submarine enterprise (CASG, DCNS 
and Lockheed Martin) in regards to opportunities available in the pro-
gram and how to collaborate to deliver a sovereign and regionally 
superior submarine capability for Australia.

National Manufacturing Week 2017
Date 9-12 May, 2017

Location Melbourne

Website NMW2017

National Manufacturing Week (NMW) 2017 will once again showcase 
thought leaders in manufacturing in its central R&D Hub presentation 
theatre, Safety First theatre, and a range of co-located special events. 
are now open.

Special Operations Forces Industry Conference (SOFIC)
Date 15-18 May 2017

Location Florida, USA

Website business.gov.au

SOFIC is an annual conference and exhibition in Florida, US, provid-
ing a forum for military, partner nations, government, academia and 
industry stakeholders to discuss how to best support global Special 
Operations Forces. The CDIC is hosting a Team Defence Australia 
stand at SOFIC to showcase Australian industry. Companies interested 
in attending SOFIC and have capabilities in particular areas (see web-
site) are encouraged to register their interest by 15 Feb 2017.

IMDEX Asia
Date 16-18 May 2017

Location Singapore

Website IMDEX Asia

For close to two decades, IMDEX Asia has served the maritime 
defence community by providing the ultimate avenue for high-profile 
stakeholders, key industry players and naval engineering professionals 
to network, exchange ideas and do business.To list an event in the 

magazine or website, 
please contact 
Patrick Durrant on 
02 9213 8249 or 
defmag@yaffa.com.au
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CRCA Business-Research Match-up
Date 24 May 2017

Location Canberra

Website EOIs

Researchers – meet the businesses that want your ideas. Businesses – 
find out what research and development is out there and explore new 
possibilities. As part of the Collaborate|Innovate 2017 conference, the 
day will include the opportunity to book 20-minute meeting time slots 
with any business, researcher or any conference attendee.

ABDI Defence Bid Management Training
Date 25 May 2017

Location Sydney

Website NSWBC

One-day workshop focuses on ‘bid management’ and will provide 
practical advice on how to create a clear, complete, compelling and 
competitive bid.

Building the Joint & Integrated ADF
Date: 6-8 June 2017

Location: Canberra

Website: ASPI events

Email: Karen Edwards

Distinguished international and Australian speakers will speak on top-
ics including the impact of Australia’s strategic environment on the 
Defence Capability Plan, the impact of new and emerging technol-
ogy options and best practice internationally in developing joint and 
integrated defence forces.

Defence + Industry 2017
Date 14 June 2017

Location Canberra

Website D+I 2017

The 2017 event will again bring together keynote speakers, decision-
makers, equipment operators, project managers and prime and small 
to medium enterprises from across the Defence and security sector. 
The conference program and registration system is to be confirmed 
and updates will be provided as presenters are locked in and the 
system becomes operational. To join the email distribution list email 
defenceandindustry.conference@defence.gov.au

To list an event in the 
magazine or website, 
please contact 
Patrick Durrant on 
02 9213 8249 or 
defmag@yaffa.com.au
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Lockheed Martin 2017 Vernon Parker Dinner Oration 2017
Date 20 June 2017

Location Canberra

Website ANI

Former Secretary of Defence and Australian Ambassador to Indonesia 
and the People’s Republic of China Ric Smith will deliver the oration. 
Bookings close at 4.00 pm on 12 June 2017.

Hunter Defence Conference
Date 23 August 2017

Location Crowne Plaza, Newcastle

Email Amy Hamilton

The event theme will be ‘Collaboration with SME’s in Defence’; there 
will also be a gala dinner on the preceding evening from 6pm. Please 
send expressions of interest to Amy Hamilton.

Australian Simulation Congress
Date Monday 28 August – Thursday 31 August 2017

Location International Convention Centre, Sydney

Website www.simulationcongress.com

Simulation Australasia, the national body for those working in simula-
tion in Australasia, will once again bring together the SimHealth and 
SimTecT streams for the 2017 Australasian Simulation Congress (ASC) 
with opportunities for a number of joint sessions of mutual interest.

ADM Defence Estate and Base Services Summit
Date 19 September 2017

Location Hyatt Hotel, Canberra

Website ADM Events

The event will hear from the senior leadership team from the 
Defence Estate and Infrastructure Group, construction & facili-
ties management contractors and industry experts. Current and 
future major tenders, defence infrastructure, strategic planning, 
risk mitigation and prevention, industry case studies, and best 
practices in supporting defence are all items to be discussed at 
the must-attend non-materiel procurement event of the defence 
calendar. Save the date – our website will be updated with further 
information soon.
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International Astronautical Congress 2017
Date 25-30 September 2017

Location Adelaide

Website IAC

The Adelaide congress will be the 68th annual IAC. The Congress 
is the one time of the year when all space actors come together. 
Global, multidisciplinary and covering all space sectors and topics, it 
offers everyone the latest space information, developments and above 
all, contacts and potential partnerships. Please note that the Space 
Generation Advisory Council (for young space professionals) will be 
holding their annual event from 21 September, together with a United 
Nations workshop.

PACIFIC 2017
Date 03-05 October 2017

Location Sydney

Website Pacific 2017

PACIFIC 2017 will be a comprehensive showcase of the latest devel-
opments in naval, underwater and commercial maritime technology. 
The expo will again provide the essential showcase for commercial 
maritime and naval defence industries to promote their capabilities to 
decision-makers from around the world. There is a Call for Abstracts 
for the PACIFIC 2017 International Maritime Conference program.

NZDIA Forum
Date: 10-11 Octoberr 2017

Location: Wellington, NZ

Website: NZDIA

With a broader focus on technology, cybersecurity and major equip-
ment replacement programs, it is a must attend event for informa-
tion exchange and networking with NZ Ministry of Defence, Defence 
Forces, National Security Agencies and Industry.

ADM Northern Australia Defence Summit
Date 25-26 October 2017

Location Darwin

Website ADM Events

The event will hear from ministers, defence officials, military com-
manders, industry leaders, prime contractors, defence SMEs, stra-
tegic analysts, academics and consultants on topics and issues con-
cerning Defence in the North. Save the date – our website will be 
updated with further information soon.

To list an event in the 
magazine or website, 
please contact 
Patrick Durrant on 
02 9213 8249 or 
defmag@yaffa.com.au
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4TH SIA SUBSTEC 2017
Date: 13-16 November 2017

Location: Adelaide

Website: SIA

The 4th SIA Submarine Science, Technology and Engineering 
Conference 2017 (SUBSTEC17) will be held in Adelaide during the 3rd 
week in November 2017. A full week of activities is planned including 
Industry Tours and three days of conference. There is a Call for Papers 
with STEM education a welcome topic for papers from open call.

4th SIA Submarine Science, Technology and Engineering 
Conference 2017 
Date 14-15 November

Location Adelaide

Website SIA Conferences

The technology-based SUBSTEC17 program will include a range of 
speakers, tours and conference proceedings.

MilCIS 2017
Date 14-16 November 2017

Location Canberra

Website www.milcis.com.au

In November each year, the Defence Chief Information Officer Group 
(CIOG) partners with the University of NSW, Canberra and the Institute 
of Electronic and Electrical Engineers (IEEE) to present MilCIS. The 
conference facilitates a continuing dialogue between Department of 
Defence employees, contractors, industry and researchers to discuss 
current and developing technological capabilities, project initiatives, 
and operational requirements.

4th Int. Congress on Soldiers’ Physical Performance
Date 28 Nov - 01 Dec, 2017

Location Melbourne

Website ICSPP

Held every three years, in 2017 there will be a number of interactive 
forums, including roundtables and think tank discussions that will be 
held to identify research priorities across the soldiers’ lifecycle.

ADM Congress 2018
Date 14 February 2018

Location Canberra

Website ADM Events

This major Defence/Industry Conference has evolved into a piv-
otal event in the Defence calendar, attracting over 450 delegates 
each year.

To list an event in the 
magazine or website, 
please contact 
Patrick Durrant on 
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defmag@yaffa.com.au
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